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THINKING ABOUT FAITH
In this issue covering the month in which we move from
Epiphany to Lent, The Epistle has received two essays that
raise the issue of faith. Wilma Whitley, our Minister of
Music and the Arts, struggles with questions of faith in the
face of chronic disease. James Knight, a parishioner who
has recently begun work as our sexton, describes the
challenge of having faith in himself and others as he has
experienced personal loss and family crises.

This is a reminder that you do not have to be a staff
member to contribute to The Epistle. Take the opportu-
nity now to look ahead towards Easter, and the themes of
joy, hope and resurrection. Is there a story, a poem, or a
picture that you might share with fellow parishioners and
friends in the April issue? The deadline is March 10. You
may put hard copy in my box in the parish office, or
(preferably) email it to me at sundaypaper@snet.net.
And thanks!

Gretchen Pritchard
Editor
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FAITH: Looking toward Lent

by Wilma Whitley

There is a dearth of hymns in our three hymnals
related to “faith.” There’s Faith of our fathers (which
celebrated British Catholics when they were being
persecuted by British Protestants); We have come
this far by faith (doesn’t really say how); and My
faith looks up to thee (actually, more of a Good
Friday prayer of petition).

I wish we had more. What is faith? How do you get
it? How do you keep it? How do you live into it?
These are all questions that well-written hymns might
deal with. These are all questions that I struggle
with.

In Hebrews 11: 1, “faith” is defined as “the assur-
ance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen.” One question down, three to go!

How do you get faith? I have no definitive answer,
but my sense is, that faith is formed in community.
That’s why I believe that offering various groups for
all ages is one of the most important activities that
St. Paul and St. James has undertaken during my
eight years here.

“Getting” faith has not been an issue in my life.
When I started Parkinson’s disease in the fall of 2001,
though, it was the patience and good will of this
community that reminded me to continue to look
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Ash Wednesday

February 21, 2007
Holy Eucharist with

Imposition of Ashes

8:00 am

6:00 pm
(Note time change from previous years)

ASH WEDNESDAY SCRIPTURES

Isaiah 58:1-12 OR Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 103
2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
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