
 
 

            
 
 

Holy Eucharist 
March 17, 2024 | 10:30 a.m. 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

WELCOME TO ST PJs! 
If you’re visiting St. PJs for the first time, or for the first time in a while, we extend a special welcome 
to you. Whether you are joining us in the building or via Facebook, we’re so fortunate to be together. 
Know that whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on life’s journey, and whatever questions dwell 
in your heart, you are welcome here. Whatever your race, class, sexuality, beliefs, or talents, we hope 
that you join us in the radical hospitality of God’s table. 

If you are worshipping with children today, welcome! And please don’t worry – crying, laughter, and 
wandering little feet don’t bother us! 

OPENING	HYMN		 	 H594  God of grace and God of glory	
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INTRODUCTION	

	

OPENING	ACCLAMATION	

Celebrant: Blessed be the God of our salvation: 
People: Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
Celebrant: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
 

CONFESSION	OF	SIN	

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence 
 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen.  

 
 
 

ABSOLUTION	

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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TRISAGION	

 

 

	

COLLECT	OF	THE	DAY	 	

Celebrant: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST	READING		 	 Jeremiah 31:31–34	

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE	PSALM		 	 51:1–13	

How shall a young man cleanse his way? * 
 By keeping to your words. 
With my whole heart I seek you; * 
 let me not stray from your commandments. 
I treasure your promise in my heart, * 
 that I may not sin against you. 
Blessed are you, O Lord; * 
 instruct me in your statutes. 
With my lips will I recite * 
 all the judgments of your mouth. 
I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees * 
 than in all manner of riches. 
I will meditate on your commandments * 
 and give attention to your ways. 
My delight is in your statutes; * 
 I will not forget your word. 
 

 

SECOND	READING	 	 Hebrews 5:5–10	

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 
one who said to him, 
 

“You are my Son,  
 today I have begotten you”; 

 

as he says also in another place, 
 

“You are a priest forever,  
 according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL	HYMN	 	 I want Jesus to walk with me (v. 1) 
 

	

	

	

	
	
THE	HOLY	GOSPEL	 John 12:20–33	
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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SERMON	 	 	 Tudy Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAZZ	RESPONSE	 	 A musical response to the sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE	NICENE	CREED  Please rise in body or spirit 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and  

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

	
 	



 
7 

PRAYERS	OF	THE	PEOPLE	

Loving God, you sent Jesus to lead us closer to you in a loving relationship. 
Heal us of all that holds us back from being in covenant with you. 
 

O God, give us the joy of your saving help, 
And sustain us with your Spirit. 

 
God of Creation, open our eyes to then wonders that surround us. The crocuses and 
daffodils opening up, the bird songs, and the warm sunshine which warms our 
stubborn hearts.  
 

O God, give us the joy of your saving help, 
And sustain us with your Spirit. 

 
God of Consolation, hear us as we pray for those in need of your healing touch in 
their lives, especially those on our prayer list, and those whose suffering is known 
to you alone. Please offer those names you would like to remember, either silently 
or aloud. 
 

O God, give us the joy of your saving help, 
And sustain us with your Spirit. 

 
God of Peace, be with those who struggle to live in those areas of war and conflict. 
We remember those in Gaza, Haiti, Israel, Sudan, and Ukraine. May the fighting 
end and relief come to those in need of food, medicine and shelter. 
 

O God, give us the joy of your saving help, 
And sustain us with your Spirit. 

 
God of unity, may the divisions that seek to divide us one from another in our own 
country end and may we be willing to talk honestly with each other about those 
issues that separate us. 
 

O God, give us the joy of your saving help, 
And sustain us with your Spirit. 
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O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants, 
especially Sarah, Brian, and Milton, as they begin another year. Grant that they may 
grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days 
of their lives. 

 
O God, give us the joy of your saving help, 

And sustain us with your Spirit. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty and everliving God, renew the covenant you made with our 
 ancestors, put your law of love within us all and write it deeply upon 
 our hearts, for we would be your people and you shall be our God. 
 Amen.  
 

 
 
 

 

MUSIC	AFTER	PRAYERS	
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THE	PEACE	

Celebrant: La paz del Señor sea siempre con ustedes.  People: Y con tu espíritu. 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.      People: And also with you. 

Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then be seated. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS		

 
 

 

OFFERTORY	 ANTHEM	

The Celebrant  offers a passage from Scripture. 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION	HYMN   Ubi caritas 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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THE	GREAT	THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. 
By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves 
alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN.  
 
 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, in the language of our hearts, 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Padre nuestro que estás en los cielos 
 santificado sea tu Nombre 
 venga tu reino 
 hágase tu voluntad 
  en la tierra como en el cielo 
Danos hoy el pan de este día y 
Perdona nuestras deudas 
 como nosotros perdonamos 
  nuestros deudores 
y no nos dejes caer en al tentación 
 sino que líbranos del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino, 
 tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,  
 ahora y por siempre. Amen.
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THE	BREAKING	OF	THE	BREAD	
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  

	

	
DISTRIBUTION	OF	COMMUNION	
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for you, the People of God. 
 

 and may add 
 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

 

All baptized Christians (you don’t have to be Episcopalian) 
are welcome to receive Holy Communion here at St. PJ’s. 

We have a gluten-free option for those that need it. 
 

In order to protect the health of our community, we are refraining 
from intinction (dipping the Bread into the Wine) at this time. You are welcome to 

drink from the chalice or to receive only the Bread if you prefer. 
	 	



  13 

COMMUNION	MUSIC	 H439  What wondrous love is this 

	

	

PRAYER	AFTER	COMMUNION	
Please rise, in body or in spirit. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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THE	BLESSING	

	

CLOSING	HYMN	 	 H449  O love, how deep, how broad, how high	

	
	

DISMISSAL	

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

_______________________________________	
All	music	used	with	permission	under	OneLicense.net	#1600362
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 17, 2024 

Celebrant: 
The Rev. Nathan Empsall 

Preacher: 
Tudy Hill 

Worship Leaders: 
Lynne Severance 
Marilyn Bergen 

Liturgical Assistant: 
Andrew Stump,    
Seminary Intern 

Musicians: 
Will Cleary 
Alec Pedersen 
Dylan Rowland 
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Charles  
Edd  
Ron 
Charles 
Andy  
Michael 
Cynthia  
Theresa  
Gary & Family 
Herman  
Anne 
Gwen  
Isaiah  
Greta  
Simone  
Judi  
Dwayne 
Nanci  
Patricia 
Leota  
Enid  
Brenda & Juhani 
Lwebuga-Mukasa 
Family 
Kohl Family 
John 
Alexei 

Polishing Party — March 23rd 
On Saturday, March 23, at 11:00, we will hold our bi-annual 
polishing party. Come to assist the Altar Guild in preparing all 
of our beautiful liturgical elements for the Easter season! 

Walden Moore Retirement Concert 
On Saturday, April 13, Trinity on the Green will host a concert 
in celebration of the ministry of their retiring music director, 
Walden Moore, who has served the church for 40 years. 
Featuring the a cappella group Sweet Honey in the Rock.      
For more information and to buy tickets, visit 
https://www.trinitynewhaven.org/calendar/sweet-honey. 

Lenten Book Study 
The Rev. Lynne Severance will be leading a book discussion 
group during the Lenten season, focused on Give Up 
Something Bad for Lent by James W. Moore.   The group will 
meet on Zoom every Tuesday evening (starting February 20) 
at 7:30 PM, using this link: https://zoom.us/j/962885125 
(passcode: 5700). 

Scripture Discussion Group 
Andrew Stump, our seminary intern, is hosting a weekly 
Scripture reflection and discussion group immediately 
following the 10:30 service. Come with questions and an open 
mind to feast on the Word with your fellow PJs parishioners! 

2024 Stewardship Pledge Cards Now Available 
Our 2024 Stewardship Campaign, in which we are invited to 
prayerfully consider how we will pledge our support of God's 
mission at St. PJs in the next year, is ongoing. Pledge cards 
are available. You can place completed cards in the offering 
plate or send them to the office via the mail. 
 

Marcia  
Mary Jane  
Tiras 
Pete  
Ralph  
Jean  
Matt  
Edwina  
John  
Alyce  
Martha 
Julie 
Andrew, 
Anastasia & 
Katherine 
Gwen 
Misha 
Michael 
Al 
Sal & Family 
Peter & Family 
Tony 
Patty and Bill 
Janie and Family 
Paul and Family 
Laurel 

Sarah Hill (Mar. 20) 
Brian Filmore (Mar. 23) 
Milton Gilder (Mar. 23) 


