
 

 

 

Holy Eucharist 
November 09, 2025 | 10:30 a.m. 

Twenty-second Sunday after 
Pentecost      

 
 
  

JAZZ AND JUSTICE, GROUNDED IN JESUS 
  

Welcome to St. PJ’s! Wherever you find yourself on life’s journey, whatever questions dwell in your 

heart, and whatever your race, age, sexuality, gender identity, income, or beliefs, you are loved, 

affirmed, and welcomed here as we worship God and honor God’s image in one another.  

Today’s order of service is taken from the Episcopal resource “Enriching Our Worship.” Text in bold is 

read by everyone together. Our average Holy Communion service is typically around 75 minutes long. 

At St.PJ’s, our music is in the jazz tradition, a special musical gift to express our joy and spirituality.  

Single-user restrooms are in the hall to your right (with changing table) and the narthex/entryway at 

the back. A blue lost-and-found bin is in the church office. 

This service is live-streamed online. By attending, you acknowledge that you may appear in the video. 

FAMILIES WITH SMALL CHILDREN 
Jesus loves the crying, laughing, and wandering little feet, and we do too! Please sit anywhere you 

like; the special Pray and Play area in the back is just one fun option. Most Sundays, we also offer the 

optional Children’s Garden Sunday School in the 2nd floor classroom in the hallway to your right. 

Children depart the sanctuary at the beginning of the service, and return during the announcements. 

STAFF AND LEADERSHIP  

Priest-in-Charge:  The Rev. Nathan Empsall 

Children’s Ministry:  Molly Clayton 

Director of Music:  Will Cleary 

Associate Director of Music:  Dylan Rowland 

Tech and Music Intern:  Dontae James 

Seminary Intern: Kelly Park 

Priest Associate:  The Rev. Steve Crowson 

Administrative Director:  Monifa Atkinson 

Sexton:  Sammy Rodriguez 

Vestry:  Bill Evans (co-warden), Juhani Jaske 

(co-warden), David Hill (treasurer), Maggie King (clerk), 

Roni Holcomb, Steve Crowson, Maurice Harris, Pam 

Sayre, Vanetta Lloyd, Lynne Severance 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We honor and give thanks for the Quinnipiac, Paugussett, and Wappinger nations who resided on this 

land before it was taken from them, and we confess Christianity’s role in forced colonization. We ask 

God to help us to learn from our past mistakes, to remember that the Earth does not belong to us, and 

to live humbly in right relationship with all creation as instruments of love, justice, and peace. 

  

 

ST. PJ’S WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Worship | 10:30 a.m. | Sanctuary 

Wednesday Noonday Prayer | 12:30 p.m. | Chapel 

Thursday Compline | 8:00 p.m. | Zoom 

Zoom info available at stpaulstjames.org/worship.html 
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Adult Formation Today: In light of today's second reading and 

Gospel, join seminarian intern Kelly Park in the chapel after Coffee 

and Community for a conversation about faith, hospitality, and AI. 

We'll discuss how Scriptures relates to advancing technology, the 

uncertain future of the church, and efforts to live out our faith. 

New Ministry Teams: As you consider your pledge of time and talent 

this Stewardship Season, remember that St. PJ’s is launching three 

new lay-led ministry teams: Prophetic Voice (outreach and social 

justice), Resource and Renewal (external fundraising), and 

Tentmakers (building and facilities). We also continue to need 

gardeners, pastoral care volunteers, and Sunday morning volunteers 

(including Sunday School helpers). How is God calling you to serve? 

$12,000 Matching Gift: After you make your 2026 pledge, please 

consider a special one-time donation to close our 2025 budget gap as well. A generous parishioner is offering a 

$12,000 match, making your gift go twice as far. Thank you to this anonymous donor! 

Margins and Movements book club, 12/09: Our social-justice book club will discuss “The Undocumented 

Americans” by Karla Cornejo Villavicencio on Tue 12/09 at 7pm. All are welcome. Get your copy at 

https://bookshop.org/shop/pjs and invite your friends! 

 

ST. PJ’S PRAYER LIST:Rachel, Doug Parker, Anne Matthies, Calvin Griffin, Lenny Santarsiero, Rev. Walter 

MacNutt, Kevin Gerbe, Leota Tucker, Edwina Johnson, Cynthia King, Paul D'Agostino, Richard Holcomb, Tiras 

Jaske, Uli Mackert, Charlie & Bridget Farrell, Alyce, Pam, Tommy, Beverly Lett, Vanetta Lloyd, Janea Barthle, Lydia 

Hamnquist, Kate Galambos, Rita Valenti-Piovane, Stephen Lett, Rev. Nihal de Lanerolle, William Evans, Sr., Pam 

Sayre, Marilyn Bergen, Marietta D’Albero, Leonilda Sanchez, Maria Rodriquez, Brian Bussey, Marietta Coppola, 

Heather de Lanerolle, Cheryl Harrigan, Paul Mangels, Alexandra Sanseverino, Dr. Milton Coke, Rev. Deacon Felix 

Rivera, Peter Loden, Pam Yesner, Rev. Carl Scovel, Karl Mini, Patrick Reynolds, Margaret Perry, Ryan Welch, Jack 

Welch, Freddy and Amy Swindal-Endres, Kyle Park, Rev. Deacon Glenda Empsall, Carol Brennan 

Deceased: Troy Tucker (10/28)​ ​ ​ ​ Postulant for Ordination: Milton Gilder 

Birthdays: Steve Crowson (11/12), Malik Joyner (11/12), Karen Yates (11/14) 

Social concerns: All impacted by Hurricane Melissa, especially in Jamaica and Cuba 

Those hurt by the federal shutdown, especially civil servants and those who have lost SNAP benefits 
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SERVING TODAY 

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Nathan 

Empsall 

Liturgical Assistant: George Moore 

Lectors: Sally Fleming & George Moore 

Altar Guild: Suzy McDowell 

Bread Baker: Sue Galvin 

With special thanks to our usher, tech 

and music teams, and all other 

volunteers who made today happen! 



 

ORDER OF SERVICE, PART 1: THE WORD OF GOD 

PRELUDE, WELCOME, AND INVITATION TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

OPENING HYMN​ ​ ​ The God of Abraham Praise​ ​ Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
Thomas Olivers (1725-1799), alt. 
 

OPENING COLLECT FOR PURITY​ ​ ​  

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God! 

People: Glory to God, for ever and ever! 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

3 



 
SONG OF PRAISE​ ​ ​ I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 
Author (attributed to): Simon Marak​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Tune: ASSAM; Indian Folk Melody 

 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you.​​   

People: And also with you.​  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 

children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 

pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 

glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON​ Haggai 1:15b-2:9​ ​  

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of 

the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of 

Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is 

left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight 

as nothing?  

Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; work, for I am with you, says the LORD of 

hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; 

do not fear. For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the 

earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall 

come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is 

mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the 

LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the LORD of hosts. 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM​        145: 1-5, 18-22 

I will exalt you, O God my King, *​
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless you *​
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *​
there is no end to his greatness. 

One generation shall praise your works to another *​
and shall declare your power. 

I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *​
and all your marvelous works. 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways *​
and loving in all his works. 

The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *​
to all who call upon him faithfully. 

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *​
he hears their cry and helps them. 

The LORD preserves all those who love him, *​
but he destroys all the wicked. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; *​
let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever 
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SECOND LESSON​            ​2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17 ​ ​ ​ Please be seated 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 

brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by 

letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you 

in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, 

the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 

worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not 

remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God 

chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the 

truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may 

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the 

traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us 

eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and 

word. 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL HYMN​ ​ ​ Zimbabwe Alleluia​​ ​ ​ Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

GOSPEL​ ​ ​ ​ Luke 20: 27-38 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question, 

"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall 

marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first 

married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all 

seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the 

woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are 

considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are 

given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of 

God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, 

in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive." 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.​ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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SERMON WITH JAZZ RESPONSE​ ​ The Rev. Nathan Empsall​​ Please be seated 

NICENE CREED​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please rise in body or in spirit 

Celebrant: Let us join together as one church with fellow Christians across time and space, centuries and 

continents, to pray the historic Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God of promise, you have extended your covenant from our ancestors of old to this new day: Your 

presence is with us, guiding us to reach out and be with another. 

We will exalt you, O holy God, 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

God of justice and unity, we are called to your service; may we be your hands and feet in our world. As our 

federal government shutdown continues, leaving far too many without pay and with reduced food 

assistance, be present with those in need.  

Guide our government officials to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly, and end this shutdown. 

We will exalt you, O holy God, 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

God of creation, you know of the devastation wreaked by Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica, Cuba, and 

surrounding islands, and by Typhoon Kalmaegi in the Philippines. May your presence with neighbors and 

rescue workers strengthen all who have suffered loss of life or livelihood, and bring them to a new day.  

We pray also for those in Gaza, Sudan, Ukraine, and elsewhere, caught in wars that will not cease.  

We will exalt you, O holy God, 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
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God of consolation, be present with those who suffer throughout our broken world, including those named 

on the St. PJ’s prayer list in our bulletins, and those we now name, either silently in our hearts or out 

loud… 

Be also joyfully present with those who celebrate anniversaries and birthdays this week, especially Steve 

Crowson, Malik Joyner, and Karen Yate. 

We remember those who have died. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

[silence] 

We will exalt you, O holy God, 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

God of peace, this week of Veterans Day, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the women 

and men of our armed forces at home and abroad, both those under active duty and those who have 

completed their service. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 

and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your 

abiding presence wherever they may be. 

We will exalt you, O holy God, 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: Faithful God, you are near to all who call upon you. Hear our prayers, spoken and unspoken, 

for all your people, and grant those things that accord with your will. This we ask for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, in whom all our intercessions are made acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 ​  

[Silence] 
 ​  

All: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 

lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 

created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 

our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 

may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

PEACE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.​  

People: And also with you. 

Greet one another with a sign of God’s peace – a fist bump, side hug, peace sign, etc. – and be seated for announcements. 
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STEWARDSHIP MOMENT​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Collect by Thomas Merton​  

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for all the gifts you have given us: our lives, our loved ones, all 

that we have and all that we are. Most of all, we thank you for Jesus, your Son and our 

Redeemer, who came among us to show us the way to eternal life. Jesus was the perfect 

steward of your gifts, showing that complete trust in you is necessary, and that giving of self 

is a most important part of following him. May the offerings of our time, our talents, and 

our material resources be made in the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus taught us by his 

life and death for us. Amen. 

Throughout stewardship season, we will hear briefly each week from a different parishioner on their 

relationship to this community and what keeps drawing them to St. PJ’s. Their remarks will be followed 

by a moment of silent spiritual reflection. 

Our stewardship speaker this week is Judy Lhamon. 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE, PART 2: HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE AND ANTHEM 

PRESENTATION HYMN​ ​ ​ Santo, Santo​ ​ ​ Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
Text: Variation on a traditional liturgical text 
Music: Composer of melody unknown; arr. based on a two-part version as taught by Pablo D. Sosa (b. 1933) 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 1​  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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[The celebrant continues until:] Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 

generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

 

[The celebrant continues until:] Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

[The celebrant continues until:] Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, in the many languages of our hearts, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of 

trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Padre nuestro que estás en el 

cielo,  

santificado sea tu nombre;  

venga tu reino;  

hágase tu voluntad  

en la tierra como en el cielo.  

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada 

día.  

Perdona nuestras ofensas,  

como también nosotros 

perdonamos  

a los que nos ofenden.  

No nos dejes caer en la tentación  

y líbranos del mal.  

Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder 

y la gloria,  

ahora y por siempre.  

Amén. 

 

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux,  

que ton nom soit sanctifié;  

que ton règne vienne;  

que ta volonté soit faite 

sur la terre comme au ciel. 

Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre 

pain de ce jour. 

Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 

comme nous pardonnons aussi 

à ceux qui nous ont offensés. 

Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en 

tentation, 

mais délivre-nous du mal. 

Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le 

règne, 

la puissance et la gloire, 

pour les siècles des siècles. 

Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ! 

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. Alleluia! 
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION​ ​ ​ You may be seated when not in line 

All are welcome at God’s table. Any baptized Christian may receive Holy Communion in the Episcopal Church, and 

others may receive a blessing (and/or contact the priest-in-charge about becoming baptized, if interested!). To 

participate, come forward via the center aisle and join the line in front of the priest on your right. Approach the priest 

with your hands out, and they will place the bread in your palm with the words, “The body of Christ, the bread of 

heaven.”  

If you choose to receive the wine next, join the second line, then gently guide the chalice to your lips for a small sip while 

the server holds it and says the words, “The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.” In order to protect the health of our 

community, we drink from the common cup and do not offer intinction (i.e. we do not dip the bread into the wine). 

Return to your seat via the nearest side aisle. 

Communion is a Sacrament – a visible sign of God’s loving grace within us – and you can participate fully in that sign 

by taking just the bread, without the wine. We offer consecrated gluten-free and alcohol-free alternatives; simply ask 

when you reach the front of the line. And if you do not wish to receive Communion, you are welcome to either remain 

seated or come forward for a blessing. For a blessing, cross your arms on your chest, and the priest will touch your 

forehead to make a sign of the cross. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN​ ​ ​ One Bread, One Body 

 
Text: 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17; 12:4; Galatians 3:28; The Didache 9​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Music: John B. Foley, SJ 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please rise in body or in spirit 
All: Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, 

forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the 

risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 
GOING-FORTH HYMN​ ​ ​ Ye Holy Angels Bright 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Celebrant: Our worship is over, our service begins. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of 

the Spirit. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE​  

After loving God with worship, come love your neighbors with Coffee and Community!  

 

 

All music used with permission under OneLicense.net #1600362 

12 


