
 

 

      

Morning Prayer 
July 19, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JAZZ AND JUSTICE, GROUNDED IN JESUS 
  

Welcome to St. PJ’s! Wherever you find yourself on life’s journey, whatever questions dwell in your heart, 

and whatever your race, age, sexuality, gender identity, income, nationality, or beliefs, you are loved, 

affirmed, and welcomed here as we worship God and honor God’s image in one another.  

We usually have Communion, but about once per month, CT Episcopal churches with part-time clergy 

have Morning Prayer. This highlights that lay persons are equal leaders in the Body of Christ! 

At St. PJ’s, our music is in the jazz tradition, a special gift that draws on diverse traditions, touches every 

God-created emotion, highlights the liturgy in new ways, and expresses deep spirituality.  

Single-user restrooms are in the hall to your right (with changing table and diaper pail) and the 

narthex/entryway at the back. A blue lost-and-found bin is in the church office. 

This service is livestreamed online. By attending, you acknowledge that you may appear in the video. 

FAMILIES WITH SMALL CHILDREN 
Jesus loves the crying, laughing, and wandering little feet, and we do too! Please sit anywhere you like; the 

special Pray and Play area in the back is just one fun option. The Children’s Garden Sunday School is on 

summer break, and will return in September. 

STAFF AND LEADERSHIP  

Priest-in-Charge: The Rev. Nathan Empsall 

Children’s Ministry: Sarah Hill 

Interim Director of Music: Dylan Rowland 

Tech and Music Intern: Dontae James 

Administrative Director:  Monifa Atkinson 

Sexton:  Sammy Rodriguez 

Vestry:  Bill Evans (co-warden), Juhani Jaske 

(co-warden), David Hill (treasurer), Maggie King (clerk), 

Maurice Harris, Lynne Severance, Pam Sayre, Vanetta 

Lloyd, Roni Holcomb, David Boyer 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We honor and give thanks for the Quinnipiac, Paugussett, and Wappinger nations who resided on this 

land before it was taken from them, and we confess Christianity’s role in forced colonization. We ask God 

to help us to learn from our past mistakes, to remember that the Earth does not belong to us, and to live 

humbly in right relationship with all God’s creation as instruments of love, justice, and peace. 
 

  

 

ST. PJ’S WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Worship | 10:30 a.m. | Sanctuary 

Wednesday Eucharist | 12:30 p.m. | Sanctuary 

Thursday Midday Prayers  | 12:30 p.m. | Chapel 
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Closing night: Shakespeare on the Green with David Tate: 

This evening marks St. PJ's member David Tate’s closing 

performance as Oberon in “A Midsummer Night's Dream,” 

outdoors at the Sterling Farms Theater Complex, 1349 

Newfield Avenue, Stamford, at 7:30 p.m. A goodwill donation 

of $20 is suggested. 

St. PJ’s Memorial Wall: Plaques on the Sanctuary’s back wall 

are available not only to remember friends and family who 

have died but also to welcome, honor, and thank those who 

have made an impact on our individual lives. Please consider purchasing a plaque to honor someone 

while also supporting our church. For more information, contact Agatha Zichichi-Evans. 

Rev. Nathan’s schedule: Although Rev. Nathan has been away for the first three weekends of July, he 

is working Tuesdays and Wednesdays and remains available by email: revnathan@stpaulstjames.org 

 

 

 

✠ ST. PJ’S PRAYER LIST: Doug Parker, Calvin Griffin, the Rev. Walter MacNutt, Kevin 

Gerbe, Leota Tucker, Edwina Johnson, Cynthia King, Paul D'Agostino, Tiras Jaske, Uli Mackert 

and family, Charlie & Bridget Farrell, Alyce, Pam, Stephen Lett, Vanetta Lloyd, Marietta 

D'Albero, Marietta Coppola, Alexandra Sanseverino, Dr Milton Coke, Pam Yesner, the Rev. 

Carl Scovel, Karl Mini, Margaret Perry, Ryan Welch, Kyle Park, Fr. Tom, George Moore, A.J. 

Crosby, Joan Farrell, Sharyn Kessler, Michael Montenegro, Meryl Tate Triplett, Tom Olds, 

Dawn Magliulo, the Gilder Family, Carolyn Wigley, Wendy McLeod, Anne Cheney, Sandy 

Sanford, Judy Hopkins, Cotton Burlingame, Richard Holcomb, Deacon Felix Rivera, Marie 

Blake, Hossna, Peter Loden, Shujin Zhang  

✠ Birthdays: Eric Jaske (7/20), Gary Sapp (7/20), Isis Jaske (7/25) 

✠ Anniversaries: Wendy Wagner Delehanty & James Delehanty (1986) - Married right here 

at then-St. Paul’s 40 years ago today! 

✠ Deceased: Jane D’ Arista (7/04) 
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SERVING TODAY 

Officiant: Bill Evans 

Preacher: Kelly Park 

Lectors: Maurice Harris & Judy 

Lhamon  

With thanks to our usher and 

musicians! 

mailto:revnathan@stpaulstjames.org


 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN        As Jacob with Travel was Weary one Day  ​     Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

Source: English carol, ca. 18th cent.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Tune: Jacob’s Ladder 
 

3 



 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Officiant: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.   (Psalm 19:14) 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God, our 

heavenly Creator, to set forth praise to God, to hear God’s holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves 

and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so 

that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship God, let us bow our heads in 

silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts, confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.   

 

[Silence] 

 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

THE INVITATORY AND LESSONS 

Officiant: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, one God: 

People: Come, let us adore God. 

All: Glory to God, most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE       ​ ​ We’ve Come this Far by Faith 

 
 

FIRST READING ​ ​ ​ Genesis 28:10-19a​​ ​ ​ Please be seated 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the 

night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 

down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching 

to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 

him and said,  

“I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will 

give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 

spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 

wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I 

have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I 

did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 

the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up 

for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel. 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE RESPONSE ​  ​ Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23 

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; *​
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places *​
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *​
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
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You press upon me behind and before *​
and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *​
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

Where can I go then from your Spirit? *​
where can I flee from your presence? 

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *​
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning *​
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

Even there your hand will lead me *​
and your right hand hold me fast. 

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, *​
and the light around me turn to night," 

Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; *​
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *​
try me and know my restless thoughts. 

Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *​
and lead me in the way that is everlasting. 

 
 

CANTICLE​ #18:  A Song to the Lamb​ ​ Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr, (b. 1944), Music: Frank W. Boles (b. 1955) 
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THE GOSPEL                                          Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Lector: A reading from the Gospel of Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, 

then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 

‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He 

answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 

with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 

my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 

the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 

harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them 

into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON AND JAZZ RESPONSE​ ​ Kelly Park            ​ ​            Please be seated 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Please rise, in body or spirit 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. ​
People: And also with you. ​
Officiant: Let us pray, in the languages of our own hearts: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 

bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of 

trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the 

power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Padre nuestro que estás en el 

cielo,  

santificado sea tu nombre;  

venga tu reino;  

hágase tu voluntad  

en la tierra como en el cielo.  

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada 

día.  

Perdona nuestras ofensas,  

como también nosotros 

perdonamos  

a los que nos ofenden.  

No nos dejes caer en la 

tentación  

y líbranos del mal.  

Porque tuyo es el reino, el 

poder y la gloria,  

ahora y por siempre.  

Amén. 

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux,  

que ton nom soit sanctifié;  

que ton règne vienne;  

que ta volonté soit faite 

sur la terre comme au ciel. 

Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre 

pain de ce jour. 

Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 

comme nous pardonnons aussi 

à ceux qui nous ont offensés. 

Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en 

tentation, 

mais délivre-nous du mal. 

Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent 

le règne, 

la puissance et la gloire, 

pour les siècles des siècles. 

Amen. 

 

The Suffrages​ ​ Set B 

Officiant: Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;​
All: Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Officiant: Day by day we bless you;​
All: We praise your name for ever. 

Officiant: Lord, keep us from all sin today;​
All: Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

Officiant: Lord, show us your love and mercy;​
All: For we put our trust in you. 

Officiant: In you, Lord, is our hope;​
All: And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our 

ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things 

which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the 

worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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A COLLECT FOR SUNDAYS 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 

your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 

week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 

freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in 

your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​ ​ ​  

Lector: God of our ancestors, you gave land, nations, and love to our forbears. They trusted in your 

promises and lived into the future you ordained for them. Help us to see the many ways you continue to 

bestow these gifts on us as well. 

Even there your hand will lead me: 

And your right hand will hold me fast. 

God of our hearts, we pray the peace of the world, for the welfare of your Holy Church, and for the unity of 

all peoples. Guide our bishops, priests, and deacons to be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Even there your hand will lead me: 

And your right hand will hold me fast. 

God of Creation, these hazy, hot, and humid days remind us that we have not been careful of our earthly 

home. You did not design this world to struggle with such environmental extremes, strange weather, and 

unrelenting storms. May we be more mindful and careful of the ways we steward your creation. 

Even there your hand will lead me: 

And your right hand will hold me fast. 

God of Compassion, we remember those who are unhoused, those seeking employment, those who wait in 

line for food and clothing, those who come to our country as immigrants and refugees, those who deal with 

mental health challenges, and all those who seek to assist them. 

Even there your hand will lead me: 

And your right hand will hold me fast. 

God of Eternity, we praise you for your saints who have entered into joy, especially Jane D’ Arista, that 

they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We pray also for Joan Sebastian Duran Guerrero and 

Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, killed this month by our federal ICE agents, and for the 21 people who have died 

in ICE detention so far this year. Let your light perpetual shine upon them. 

Even there your hand will lead me: 

And your right hand will hold me fast. 

God of Love, be present to all in need, especially those on the St PJ’s prayer list. Heal them, strengthen 

them, and console them. Be also with those we name now, both aloud and in our hearts… 

We joyfully pray for those having birthdays this week, including Eric, Gary, and Isis.  
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And we pray for those with anniversaries, especially Wendy Wagner Delehanty and James Delehanty, 

celebrating 40 sacred years. God who so consecrated the covenant of marriage to represent the spiritual 

unity between Christ and his Church; send forth your blessing upon your servants Wendy and James, that 

on this 40th anniversary of their wedding in this very church, they may continue to so love, honor, and 

cherish each other with faithfulness, patience, wisdom, and true godliness, that their home may be a haven 

of blessing and peace. 

Even there your hand will lead me: 

And your right hand will hold me fast. 

Officiant: Almighty God, you assure us of your promise and presence. Mercifully accept these, the prayers 

of your people, and strengthen us so that we may truly be community to one another. All this we ask in the 

name of Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   

  

 

 THE PEACE 

Officiant: The peace of Christ be always with you.​  

People: And also with you. 

Greet one another with a sign of God’s peace – a fist bump, side hug, peace sign, etc. – and be seated for announcements. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

Officiant: Ascribe to the Lord the honor due God’s name; bring offerings and come into God’s courts. 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  ​ ​ ​ Ubi Caritas​       ​ ​   Please rise, in body or spirit 
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CLOSING PRAYER​         The General Thanksgiving   ​ ​        Please rise, in body or spirit 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 

you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the 

means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of 

your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only 

with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking 

before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

GOING-FORTH HYMN          ​ ​ ​ Abide with Me 

 

Source: Henry Frances Lyte, (1793-1847)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Tune: Eventide 

 
DISMISSAL 

Officiant: Our worship is over; our service begins. Let us bless the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God!  

 
POSTLUDE​  

After loving God with worship, please come love your neighbors with Coffee and Community! 

All music used with permission under OneLicense.net #1600362 
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St. PJ’s Summer Word of the Week  
 

This week’s word: Lectionary 
 

 

Did you know that Episcopal congregations don’t choose the 

Bible passages we read on Sunday mornings?  

We use a lectionary: a pre-determined, ordered calendar for 

reading the Scriptures. Generally on Sundays, we use 1992’s 

“Revised Common Lectionary” (RCL). Almost any Episcopal 

parish you visit will have the same RCL readings – as will our 

siblings in the Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian Church USA, 

Disciples of Christ, American Baptist, and UCC churches. 

The Vanderbilt Divinity Library provides the following information about the RCL: 

The Revised Common Lectionary is a three-year cycle of weekly lections [or readings] used to 

varying degrees by the vast majority of mainline Protestant churches in Canada and the United 

States. The RCL is built around the seasons of the Church Year [which begins with Advent], and 

includes four lections for each Sunday, as well as additional readings for major feast days. 

During most of the year, the lections are: a reading from the Hebrew Bible [i.e. the Old 

Testament], a Psalm, a reading from the New Testament’s Epistles, and a Gospel reading… 

The other lections for a given Sunday generally have a thematic relationship to the Gospel 

reading for that day, although this is not always the case. During the Season After Pentecost, the 

RCL offers two options for the lessons from the Hebrew Bible. Track One proceeds mostly 

continuously, giving the story of the Patriarchs and the Exodus in Year A, the monarchial 

narratives in Year B, and readings from the Prophets in Year C. In Track Two, the readings from 

the Hebrew Bible are thematically related to the Gospel lections….  

The Gospel readings for each year come from one of the synoptic Gospels according to the 

following pattern: Year A – Matthew; Year B – Mark; Year C – Luke. Readings from the Gospel 

of John can be found throughout the RCL. 

It is currently Year A, and at St. PJ’s, we are using Track One this season. We are also removing the 

Epistle reading through Labor Day, to shorten the service a little when the sanctuary is so hot.  

History: In 1969, the Roman Catholic Church created Ordo Lectionum Missae, a landmark revision of 

its more scattershot 1570 lectionary. In 1979, The Episcopal Church largely adopted the new Ordo in 

the Book of Common Prayer. In 1983, 19 churches created an ecumenical Common Lectionary 

together, based on the 1969 Ordo. Following trial use, it was revised and finalized as the RCL in 1992. 
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